
threat to other tenants or those employed at or providing service to the property if that 
tenant is not evicted or terminated from assistance. 

 

VIII. POLICY DISTRIBUTION AND TRAINING 
 
This Policy will be included in the Admission and Occupancy Policies for the Public Housing 
Program as Appendix K and in the Admission and Occupancy Policies for the Section 8 Housing 
Choice Voucher Program as Appendix M.  It will also be  

1. Distributed to all PHA supervisors.  

2. Available in PHA Management Offices and the Rental Office/Section 8 Office. 

3. Posted on PHA’s website, www.stpaulpha.org 

4. Explained in orientation and training sessions for supervisors and other staff who have 
regular contact with applicants, public housing residents or Section 8 voucher 
participants. 
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APPENDIX N 
STUDENTS’ ELIGIBILITY FOR VOUCHERS  

 
Approved by PHA Board of Commissioners: June 27, 2007 
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I. OVERVIEW  
 

A.  STUDENT ELIGIBILITY; PARENTS’ INCOME CONSIDERED 
Federal law and regulations limit the eligibility of an adult student under age 24 for 
Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers or Project-Based Voucher (PBV) assistance, 
based on the financial situation of the student’s parent(s).  The restrictions apply to 
a student at an institution of higher learning (that is, beyond high school) who is 
living on his or her own in a Section 8-assisted unit or applying for Section 8 
assistance.  The restrictions do not apply to students living with their parents in a 
Section 8-assisted unit or to students who live with parents who are themselves 
applying to receive Section 8 assistance. 

In general, a student under age 24 may be eligible for Section 8 assistance if the 
student is: 
1. Financially independent from his or her parents; or 
2. A veteran of the U.S. military; or 
3. Married, or 
4. Has dependent children. 

 
If the student does not meet one or more of those exceptions, the student will only 
be eligible for Section 8 assistance if the student’s parents’ income is within the 
Section 8 income limits.  The student’s own income must also be within the 
Section 8 income limits.   
 

 
B.  STUDENT FINANCIAL AID  

Student financial assistance (scholarships or grants, but not loans) that exceeds 
actual tuition costs will be included in annual income when determining the 
student's eligibility for Section 8 assistance.  That amount also will be considered 
for rent calculation purposes unless the student is over the age of 23 and has 
dependent children.  (The HUD regulations say “over the age of 23” in this context, 
and “under age 24”in others.) 

 
II.  REQUIREMENTS FOR STUDENTS TO ESTABLISH ELIGIBILITY 

A.  FINANCIAL INDEPENDENCE  

Unless the PHA determines that the student is financially independent from his or 
her parents, the eligibility of a student seeking Section 8 assistance will be based on 
both the student and the parents being determined income-eligible for Section 8 
assistance.   



If the student can demonstrate that his or her parents are absent and not providing 
financial support, or that the student is independent from his or her parents, the 
PHA will not examine the income of the parent or parents.  The determination of 
financial independence may include, but is not limited, to the following factors: 

1. The student must be at least 18 years old. 

2. Separate household: 

a. The individual must have established a household separate from his or 
her parents or legal guardians for at least one year prior to application 
for occupancy; or  

b. The individual must meet one or more of the requirements in the U.S. 
Department of Education's definition of an “independent student”:  
Age 24, veteran, married, graduate or professional student, or have legal 
dependents other than a spouse (for example, dependent children or an 
elderly dependent parent). 

3. The individual must not be claimed as a dependent by parents or legal guardians 
pursuant to IRS regulations. 

4. The individual must obtain a certification of the amount of financial assistance 
that will be provided by parents, signed by the individual providing the support.  
This certification is required even if no assistance will be provided.  The PHA 
may accept a certification from another knowledgeable source or waive this 
requirement if the student demonstrates that his or her parents cannot be 
reached or that they cannot provide such a statement in a timely manner. 

B.  PARENTS’ INCOME  

1. If the student is not determined to be financially independent from his or her parents, 
both the income of the parents and of the student must be considered to determine if 
the student is financially eligible for Section 8 assistance.  Both the student's income 
and the parents' income must be separately assessed for income eligibility.  That is, 
the student must be financially eligible on his or her own, including in annual income 
any support received from parents and student financial assistance in excess of tuition 
costs.  The parents must also be eligible financially as if they were applying for 
Section 8 as a family. 

 
2. If the parent resides in another jurisdiction, the income limits for the area where the 

parent resides apply.  HUD’s “Low-Income” limit (80% of area median income) is 
the income eligibility standard for both the student and the parent(s). 

 
3. The parent’s eligibility for Section 8 must be reviewed annually, at the time of the 

student’s annual recertification of eligibility. 
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4. Parent’s certification: 
 

a. The PHA will require the student to provide a certification of income from each 
of the student’s parents and their individual declarations of the amount of support 
they are each providing to the student, under penalty of perjury. 

b. If the student has been living with one parent and has not had contact with or does 
not know where to contact his or her other parent, the PHA will require the 
student to provide a certification, under penalty of perjury, addressing the 
circumstances, including a statement that the student has not received financial 
assistance from the parent.  The parent with whom the student has been living 
must provide a declaration of support they provide to the student and a 
certification of their income.   

c. The PHA retains the right to require the parent(s) to provide supporting 
documentation such as tax returns, pay stubs, etc. at any time that the declaration, 
certification and eligibility are in question.  

5. The PHA may waive the requirement that the parent(s) provide a declaration and 
certification, for good cause and to prevent undue hardship for the student.  The basis 
for the waiver shall be documented and retained.  

C  STUDENT FINANCIAL AID 

1. If the student receives financial assistance (scholarships or grants, but not loans) that 
are more than his or her tuition costs, the excess amount will be included in annual 
income when determining the student's eligibility for Section 8 assistance.  That 
amount also will be considered for rent calculation purposes unless the student is over 
the age of 23 and has dependent children. 

2. Again, this provision does not apply to a student who lives with his or her parents in a 
Section 8-assisted unit, or who lives with parents who are themselves applying for 
Section 8 assistance. 

3. Student financial assistance includes amounts earned under federal Work-Study 
(FWS) programs, to the extent that the student’s financial assistance from all sources 
exceeds their actual tuition costs. 
 
 

III.  SPECIAL SITUATIONS 

A.  TWO OR MORE STUDENTS LIVING TOGETHER 
If two or more students under age 24 apply for or are receiving Section 8 rent assistance, 
their eligibility must be determined both individually and as a household.  Each student’s 
independence from or support from his or her parents, and his or her parents’ financial 
eligibility for Section 8 must be examined separately also. 
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B. ONE HOUSEHOLD MEMBER INELIGIBLE 
If one or more students living in a household with two or more student members is 
ineligible for Section 8 based on their parent’s financial ineligibility or their failure to 
comply with this requirement, the entire student household is ineligible for Section 8 
assistance.  If the student household chooses to remove the ineligible student from the 
household (that is, the ineligible student moves out), the remaining eligible students may 
receive assistance.  Section 8 voucher assistance may not be pro-rated to a household 
consisting of eligible and ineligible student members. 

 
 
 
 
LEGAL AUTHORITY:  Fiscal Year 2006 appropriations for HUD were enacted in Title III of Public 
Law 109-115 (119 Stat. 2936) on November 30, 2005 (the Act).  Section 327 of the administrative 
provisions of the Act (1) introduced new restrictions on housing assistance that may be provided to 
students of higher education under section 8 of the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f) 
(1937 Act), and (2) directed HUD to issue a final rule no later than 30 days following enactment of the 
Act. In accordance with this statutory direction, HUD published a final rule implementing section 327 of 
the Act on December 30, 2005 (70 FR 77742), and this rule became effective on January 30, 2006.  HUD 
published further guidance on April 10, 2006 (71 FR 18146).  The latter notice stated that HUD would 
post additional guidance on its Internet website.  HUD provided a list of “Frequently Asked Questions” 
(FAQ’s) dated May 2, 2006.   

HUD’s rules related to student eligibility for Section 8 are published at  
24 CFR Sec. 5.609  Annual income. 
24 CFR Sec. 5.612  Restrictions on assistance to students enrolled in an institution of higher 
education. 
24 CFR Sec. 982.201  Eligibility and targeting. 
24 CFR Sec. 982.552  PHA Denial or termination of assistance for family. 

HUD’s Notice PIH 2005-16 (HA), issued June 15, 2006 (expired June 30, 2006 and not renewed) also 
provides “Policy Guidance on College Student Admissions” to public housing agencies.   
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Table 1-1: 
                      Section 8 Income Limits 
 

Family Size 
Extremely 

Low 
Income  
Family 

(30% MFI) 

Very Low 
Income 
Family 

 
(50% MFI) 

Low 
Income 
Family  

 
(80% MFI) 

One Person $16,500 $27,500 $41,700 

Two Persons $18,850 $31,400 $47,700 

Three Persons $21,200 $35,350 $53,650 

Four Persons $23,550 $39,250 $59,600 

Five Persons $25,450 $42,400 $64,350 

Six Persons $27,300 $45,550 $69,150 

Seven Persons $29,200 $48,650 $73,900 

Eight Persons or More $31,100 $51,800 $78,650 

 
Effective date: 03/20/2007                                §982.201(b)(2) 
 
MFI = Median Family Income 
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SECTION 8 EXISTING HOUSING 
ALLOWANCES FOR TENANT-FURNISHED UTILITIES AND OTHER SERVICE 

EFFECTIVE April 1, 2007 
M= Multiple Dwelling               
T/D= Townhouse/Duplex               
SF= Single Family Home               
                

UTILITY/ 0-BR 1-BR 2-BR 3-BR 4-BR 5-BR 6-BR 

APPLIANCE   M T/D SF M T/D SF M T/D SF M T/D SF     

HEATING           Gas 32 35 47 63 59 69 89 67 85 99 93 100 113 137 150
District Energy 22 37 37 46 45 45 62 57 57 70 71 71 85 103 113

Electric 24 32 68 79 42 80 116 59 84 126 68 95 137 142 147
Oil 45  53   62   77   101  114 126

COOKING Gas 5  7   11   13   14  15 16
Electric 6  6   11   13   14  15 17

OTHER ELECTRIC 13  25   32   41   46  48 53
WATER HEATING Gas 8  9   17   21   24  26 30

District Energy 6  12   17   19   22  34 36
Electric 9  11   17   21   26  34 37

WATER & SEWER 31  35   38   44   53  59 70

TRASH COLLECTION 17  18   18   18   18  20 20

RANGE 4  4   4   4   4  4 4 

REFRIGERATOR 5  5   5   5   5  5 5 
 


